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The Communists have con-
tinued their threats against
the use of the Berlin air cor-
rirfors by Western comnexcial
caryiars, charging thea again
with transporting West Geirman
“militarists™ and "rovanchists”
to West Burlin. ¥%hile the
crapaign was timed to coincide
with the 1-3 Septemboer Homeland
Day calobrations in West Borlin
by "xpellees from former German
tosritories in Poland and
Czechdslovakia, recont states -
ments lay the grounduork for
future interfercnce with com-
merceixl air traffic, in en .
effort to intimidate the Yestern
carricrs to suspend their
flights or accept Exxt German
anthority over the corridors.
As in |the past, tho propaganda
is directed against the general
targot of Yest Cermany's tles
with Yest Barlin and forms part
of the bloc's effort to further
a scnsa of isolation and belp-
legsniss fnong Yest Berliners.

The UISR addressed notes
on 2 Septexbor to the three
¥ostornn povors in which it
racapitulxted the position
taken in its carlier notes of
23 August that there is no
legal basis for the operation
of ¢ reial aircraft in the
postwir quadripartite agree-
mente relating to Berlin and
that the corridors were set

up only to supply the needs of
the Allied garrisons in: Berlia,
The nates warnad that the Yest-
ern A}lto- will be held re-
‘ponsible for any coascguences
of “"provocative activity” car-
ried qut by the West German
Goverament in ¥est Berlina,

3 September, the Soviet
wmnradant in Berlin, General
3oloavyov, visitod US Commandant
¥atson to deliver a reply to
the Western protest agaisst the
sealing off of the Berlin seo-
tor der. Solovyev charged
that ¥est Berlia "rowdies” had
interfered with Soviet officials
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on duty in West Berlin, notably
Soviet controllers ia the Burlin
Ar Safety Center (BASC), He
warnod that further such intor-
fereance al{ht affect BASC opera-
tions, implying the Soviets mipht
end thoir particigation, The

day before Solovyev met ¥Yatson,
the East Crrman nevs agoncy
carriced whst purportind to be

the gist of the 3cviet cooan dant's
rexarks; it was couched in vory
insulting language and bluntly
throatened a walkout frem BASC.
The US Mission in Berlin roported
that Solovyev's rumarhks follewad
the broud lines of the Eaat Garman
release dut in essontially differ-
snt tones. So'ovyev had no ex~
planation for the preaature
release of his statcmont or the
insulting character given it.

Fast Cerman spokesmen have
gone out of their way to roaf -
firm the regice‘’s instention to
abide by the terns of the Soviet
- Fast Gorman agrosaont of 20
Septombor 1933 under which the
JSSR retainod control of West~
ern Allied access to Viast Ber-
lin. Ths regime, howevor, has
recently hinted at sone quali-
fication of this position.

On 31 August, Erst Ger-
many delivered two notes, each o
dated 28 August, to the U3
Eabassy in Prague through the
Cuechoslovak Foreign Minis-
try, cbarging the US with mis-
use of the 4ir corridors and
of 1its ground access rights
betveen YTest Germany and ¥Yest
Berlin. The notes in general
restats the charges made by
Walter Ulbricht ia his 35 Au-
gust speech in which he insisted
that the East German regime has
a legal right to coatrol non-
military traffic over its terri-

tory and will eventually demand >

control over all traffic to Berlin.

The second note specifically
tested the reinforcement of the

* Berlin garrison on 30 August
and declared that the regims would
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it is necessary to abolish occu~ ; the Narienborn chockpolat on
pation re

’ {mes," is such & vio- | the Berlis autobahn attempted, °

3 lation. uasuccensfully, to exsmine the

- . passports of three State De.

' The Yast Uermans have not prriment employess sn route

H yet attempted any serious iater~ | to Berlin on official business.

ference with Yestern Alllied Oz the  returam trip, the East
access to ¥est Berlin from Yest Germans again sttempted to exer-
g cise coatrol. Thie time, a

Soviet officer, summoned on the

demand of the Americans, waved

Brandendurg by East German police,| them os, after commenting that

who removed the craw--gllegedly they should have shown their

for ruaning through a red sigoal | passports to the BRNast Ger-
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i3t _Gorman “Frontiers”

Tho vogime has takea a
furiher step to coavert the
sceior border botween Fast and
Test ;or\ln into a state fron-

tier: by catabliching s contral
custons control station at the
Fricdrichstrasse cirossing
point. A ¥eat Gernman press
servige roports that. East
Govrnaiy has quiotly introduced
a custons duty on all parcpls
T-om Yest Berlin and ¥est Ger.
many to East Germany. No duty
. had basn leviad on such asrticles
in tha past,

On 2 snd 3 Septecber, East
Gorran police built a barbed-
wiro fence along both sides of
the road leading through Eest
Gevrtly Lfrom West Borlin to
Stefnatueckon, an axcleve of
the sccetor of Berlin, While
the massures may bave been taken
#'mply to cut off refugee
vieapys theough Stsinstuecken to
tha Westorn scctors, it may be
a fucther siep teward the ab-
sorption of the exclave into
the surrounding Exst Gsrman
torceitory or, altsrnatively, |
in E:9t Borlin, ¥est Berlin
police hrve roportod that two
Stelnstueckon residonts were
arrcsted for bolpirg refugees
reach Wost Berlin,

In an effort %o inprove
socurity alosg the Fast-West
Gorman frontier, the regime has
resorted to frequent helicopter
surveillance. US nilitary of-
ticinls report that there has
been a rmarked incrsase iam border
violations by Soviet-type heli-
copters along the frontier.
There were seven such viclations
on 28 August, ton on 29 August,
and faur bestween 1 and 3 Sep-
terber.

Pressures on East Germans

he Ulbricht rogime, con-
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hard-line domestic policles la
an effort to sileonce opposition
and increase production, Indus-
trial vorkers clearly will no
longér e handled with the groat
care previously accorded them.

A top planning official--polit-
bura morber Bruno Leuschaer--
rocently revealed that the party
polithuro has sharply cériticized
the trade union leadcrsbip for
slackness toward “the class
encay,” neglect of the struggle
against work s)loxdowns, and
genaral political and economic
weskness. This suggests that
harsher proviiions for payment
and work hours may soon be intro-
duced in an effort to overcome,
as far as possihle, manpower
losees stemming from the vrefugee
flow prior to the sealing off of
¥est Barlin, Yest German statis-
tics show that more than 184,000
persons fled from East Gormany
during the firet eight months of
18681, compared with just undor
200,000 1n the whole of 1980.

Leuschnor rovealed that in-
dustrial production during the
first xix months of 1981 had
slumped slightly below the com-
parable period in 1660, although
there wvas wide variation from
sector to sector. Steesl and
coal apparently cams close to
plan fulfillment, while the pro-
duction plan for chomicals was
overfulfilled. Shortfalls were
chiefly in the key machinery
and equipment industries and in
construction, Leuschner did not
spacify vhat moasures are being
planned to strengthen controls
over labor and manag: weat, but,
he noted that industrial wages
paid in the first six months had
amounted to 49 percent of the
annual plaa figure, whereas pro-
duction had bgen only 43 percent
of plan. Tbe regime probably
will put 1into effect some
changes in the work norms and
the wage structure; such mean~
ures Are alrsady authorized by

fident of its control over the
population, is resorting to
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the labor code, which went into
effect on 1 July.
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Louschner slso noted that
the Economic Council is dravwe
ing up specific greposals to
elim{nate vweakness ip the union
or;anization. This sugorsts
that Alfred Ncumznn, who waa
aspainted (to head ithis council
in enrly July, and Xarl Mewis,
named chisf of the State Plan-
niog Conmnission at the sime
time, may have clashed with
long~time trade union chxirnan
Horbert ¥Warnke on the feasibil-
ity of speed-up measures to-
ovescone production problems,
widespread shake-ups throughout
tho union structures are prod-
ably &n pricspcet.

Under these prossures, the
BEast Gorman po.ul ticn appeoars
to be tense and uneasy. At the
Hennigsdorf loconotive plant
north of Berlia, the rogiue re-
portedly has srrestsd at lenst

six engineecrs after a succossion ;

of incidents beginning in early
Juno. Potsdam District party
leaders ars reported to have
becn censured for permitting
unrest in the plant. A show
trial intended to connect
worker unrost and slleged
Acerican activities in West
Berlin is said to be in the
making.,

Churceh

The regine has marde ncw
moves to split the Evangelical:
Church io Zast Germtay from its
Yest Berliv uri VWest

Germany. On 30 August, the East
Berlin lice president ordered
Dr. hart, chairman of .

rman Evangelical
od and a resident of
n, to cancel s synod

. At the same tiae,
n churchmen were
to attend a synod
Yest Berlinm.

forbidden

egime followved up
with a move to expel Dr. Schart
from Fast Berlip, on grounds
that he had retained hig Vest
Berlin {dentity card, had pro-
tested against the sealiog off

SPECIAL ARTICLES
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of ¥Wext Burlin, and Wlonpcd

to “an organizaticn inimicol to

pcnce.” The rogime also refuincod

1o parmit the previncial Berlin-
sandanburg wynsd to et on

2 Repteonmber to elect & Sucecs-

sor to Bishop Otto Dibelius.

By theae woves, the rcgtne
has effectively split the church
inio Exstorn axnd VYcstorn halvos.
It nay scon attarpt to institute
an East Germap “national® Evane
gelical Church,

West Borl! st Cormany

The US Hission characterizes
the foslings of ¥West Berlinors as
a ccabination of grim rosolve to
hang oo and nervousness over vhere
the next blow will fall. They
find 1t eapecially difficult
to adjust to the loss of the
city's long-standing "special
nisgsion” in the East-Yest strug-
gle~~i.4., its role of “escape
hatch,” shew window to the East,
and accting place of Germans from
East and West.' Az alternatives,
¥cst Berlin leaders have already
begun to streas further cconomic
progress and development of ¥West
Berlin as a center of science
and education. The mission doubts,
howover, whether in ths long rua
any of the ycunger West Berliners
will be able to resist the ap-
panl of a "less coaplicated”
1ifs in West Germany.
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The Hompland Doy relly

wn< uneventful, with no inter-

forvnee from the Enst German

rogime,  Eust Germpany used

gimilar peciings & YEAr Ago

as g pretext for Jloposiopg re-

strictions on ¥est Goermao clivil- |

ign acress to West Buerlin.  West |

German Transport Minister

Seebvhn viglted ¥West Berlain and

roturped to Bonn on ¢ September
—without incidont, despite East |

German threats of "demoastia- j

tions” againzt his flight into

Berlin on a Western commercial

mircraft.

According to the West Ler-
man newspaper Die ¥elt, only 300
%est Gorman fi¥ms Fave exhibits
at the East German Lelpzig Trade
Fair from 3 to 10 Septeaber, ms
compared with 815 last year.

Many larpe West German firms
which had been represented for
many years are comspicuously
abusent




